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a misfortune is it that their duty should be conveyed to
them through such vehicles as those ? For let some gentle-
men think what they please, I cannot but suspect, that the
two worthies I first mentioned, have in a degree done
mischief among us; the mock authoritative manner of the
one, and the insipid mirth of the other, however insup-
portable to reasonable ears, being of a level with great
numbers among the lowest part of mankind. Neither was
the author of the "Rehearsal," while he continued that
paper, less infectious to many persons of better figure, who
perhaps were as well qualified, and much less prejudiced, to
judge for themselves.

It was this reason, that moved me to take the matter out
of those rough, as well as those dirty hands, to let the remote
and uninstructed part of the nation see, that they have been
misled on both sides, by mad, ridiculous extremes, at a
wide distance on each side from the truth; while the right
path is so broad and plain, as to be easily kept, if they were
once put into it.

Further, I had lately entered on a resolution to take very
little notice of other papers, unless it were such, where the
malice and falsehood, had so great a mixture of wit and
spirit, as would make them dangerous; which in the present
circle of scribbles, from twelvepence to a halfpenny, I could
easily foresee would not very frequently occur. But here
again, I am forced to dispense with my resolution, though
it be only to tell my reader, what measures I am like to
take on such occasions for the future. I was told that the
paper called "The Observator," was twice filled last week
with remarks upon a late " Examiner." l These I read with
the first opportunity, and to speak in the news-writers' phrase,
they gave me occasion for many speculations. I observed
with singular pleasure, the nature of those things, which the
owners of them, usually call answers; and with what dex-
terity this matchless author had fallen into the whole art and
cant of them. To transcribe here and there three or four
detached lines of least weight in a discourse, and by a foolish

1 "The Observator" for November 8th, 1710 (vol. ix., No. 85), was
filled with more remarks on the fourteenth "Examiner." Presumably
the issue for November 4th, which is not accessible, commenced the
attack. [T. S.]